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Book Notices. 63 

The opening sections treat of the general geography and the peoples of north 
Africa, with a resume of its history. Studies of the regional geography occupy 
170, economic geography, 100, and political geography, 55 pages. Each of the 26 
sections is introduced with a bibliography and concludes with a resume. The 
volume has a good index of geographical names. 

Indien. Das alte Wunderland and seine Bewohner. Geschildert 

von Hans Gehring. Part I. vi and 260 pp. and 92 Illustrations from 
Photographs. Otto Spamer, Leipzig, 1907. 

Part II. of this work has not yet reached the Society. The first volume indi- 
cates that Mr. Gehring has carried out his purpose quite successfully. His aim 
was to compress in about 500 large octavo pages so much of India, in all its chief 
phases of interest, that the work might be an adequate reading and reference book 
in small compass. No attempt has heretofore been made to produce such a work 
covering the whole of India. 

The author devotes each chapter to one topic or a igroup of allied topics. In 
his chapter, for example, on the present population of India he deals concisely with 
the languages, the caste system and the racial divisions of the people. Twenty 
pages include all the author has to say on the women of India, their position, 
education, child marriages, widowhood, etc. In six pages he condenses his 
remarks on the religious and philosophical literature of India. 

The success of the work, of course, depends upon the author's selection of the 
things that must be said and his suppression of all data that are not essential in 
giving a broad view of the matters treated. Mr. Gehring seems to have been 
equal to this severe test. The volume does not read like a handbook. Its topics, 
under each head, are easily and naturally connected and he makes them interest- 
ing. One may read his pages without constantly seeing the marks of rigid con- 
densation. The reason is because the author has limited his treatment to the 
vital things without especially compressing his statement or description of what 
these things are. The illustrations are excellent and typical. 

Souvenirs d'Egypte. Par Emile Daullia. 167 pp. Paris, Augustin 
Challamel, 1908. 

A book with literary flavour and a readable supplement to the guide books 
which the tourist carries. The author gives impressionist views of the general 
aspects of Egypt and of the monuments and ruins which distinguish it. Many 
who make the Nile journey may profit by reading this little volume at the outset, 
for it will give them points of view which they might easily overlook. The work 
treats of the great objects of interest from Alexandria to Assuan. It is of the 
nature of a helpful bit of reading before or during the journey and of a pleasant 
souvenir of the Egyptian tour. 

Botanische und Landwirtschaftliche Studien auf Java. Von Dr. 
W. Detmer. 124 pp. and 2 Photographs. Gustav Fischer in Jena, 1907. 
(Price, M. 2.50.) 

Dr. Detmer has treated the botany of Java with an especial view to the econo- 
mic importance of its plant life. His book is a thoroughly well arranged study 
of that part of the vegetation which is utilized in the industries. It deals with 
the general industrial conditions and describes the soils of Java, the culture of 
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tea, cacao, quinine, sugar-cane, and other great industrial plants and the weather 
conditions which promote the various plantation and forest industries. 

Zur Erwerbung von Deutsch Ostafrika. Ein Beitrag zu seiner 
Geschichte. Von Dr. Joachim Graf v. Pfeil. 231 pp. and Frontis- 
piece. Karl Curtius, Berlin, 1907. (Price, M. 4.80.) 

Count von Pfeil, one of the founders of German East Africa, has given here 
an account of his pioneer labours in that region, and especially of the ideas, 
policies and contingencies which shaped the efforts of the men who laid founda- 
tions for the German occupancy. The author has also much to say of the serious 
differences that arose between Dr. Carl Peters and himself with regard to the 
methods to be pursued. Peters had previously given his own version of the con- 
flict between them. The work is valuable as an authoritative contribution to the 
history of the beginnings of this colony, and of the conditions that largely shaped 
the activities of the Germans in the first years. 

In the Woods and on the Shore. By Richard D. Ware, xii and 279 

pp. and 36 Illustrations from Half-tones. L. C. Page & Co., Boston, I90S. 

These are descriptions of the chase and of the stream, sketches of happenings 
in the woods and along the shores of fishing waters. Of special interest is the 
detailed description of the range and habits of the Newfoundland stag and the 
black moose. All the pictures were taken with the cameras of the author and his 
friends. 

Iiala-Lamba Handbook. By A. C. Madan. 142 pp. Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, iyo8. (Price, 3s. 6d.) 

The Lala-Lamba dialects are nearly identical and the knowledge of either is a 
sufficient introduction to the other. Both are closely allied to the Wisa dialect, and 
this volume is a short supplementary account of the Lala dialect, showing its rela- 
tions both of likeness and unlikeness to the Wisa. Of particular interest to 
students of Bantu. 

The Lenje Handbook. By A. C. Madan. 154 pp. Clarendon Press, Ox- 
ford, 190S. (3s. 6d.) 

A short introduction to the Lenje dialect, spoken in Northwest Rhodesia. 

The Story of the New England Whalers. By John R. Spears. 

418 pp. and 10 illustrations. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1908. (Pr. $1.50.) 
The author of this book has for many years been known as one of the be^t 
informed and most reliable writers on the various phases of sea life and enterprise. 
He now adds another volume to the considerable number of instructive and enter- 
taining books he has written. It is the story of the origin and development of 
the New England whaling industry, especially adapted for general readers, and 
likely to take its place among those histories of adventure which are popular among 
boys and young men. 

The history begins with the aboriginal whale hunters, the native Americans and 
the Eskimos, describes the early days of the Nantucket industry and the part that 
other American ports took in it, tells of whales as the whalers knew them, describes 
whaling as a business enterprise, and recites numerous adventures of our whalemen 
in the pursuit of the animal. 



